
'OFF 

ROAD 


W 0 ' 


\WX Jnm 







50 COMMIT APPAREL 


MADE WITH HIGH END MATERIALS AND CUTTING EDGE DESIGN, 


THE 450 MX APPAREL IS THE MOST FUCTIONAL AND 


YLISH GEAR AROUND. 
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Tuck in... 

...Marc is going to take us for a ride. MotoGP is 
now out of hibernation and it will be curious to 
chart the progress of the series’ newest star in the 
tests scheduled over the next month and a half. 

In OTOR’s view the Honda RCV has never looked 
more purposeful and the slight build of Moto2 
champion Marquez shows just how compact and 
lethal these motorcycles really are 

Photo by www.repsolhondateam.com 
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Another surprise... 

Ryan Dungey could only look forward in the Last 
Chance Qualification Heat for Anaheim three and made 
the Main Event by the skin of his teeth. Once out front 
when it counted the MX champ found himself looking 
over his shoulder in a strange reversal. The 450SX class 
now has four different winners from five rounds 

Photo by Simon Cudby 










Great British hope... 

The UK has only celebrated one victory in the premier 
class of the FIM Motocross World Championship and 
that was back in 2007. It could be argued they haven’t 
had a bona fide contender for GP wins since the end 
of the decade but CLS Monster Energy Pro Circuit 
Kawasaki’s Tommy Searle intends to change that in his 
debut MX1 term come Qatar on March 2nd 

Photo by Arnaud Haudiquert 
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MV Agusta have certainly never lacked panache 
when it came to styling a motorcycle. The troubled 
brand has become increasingly proactive of late 
and the new 800 Brutale is a bike to be reckoned 
with according to our tester Roland Brown. Read on 
for the verdict 

Photo by Milagro 
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LOS ANGELES 

ANAHEIM‘3 ■ FEBRUARY 2nd ■ Rnd 5 of 1 

450SX winner: Ryan Dungey, KTM 
250SX winner: Ken Roczen, KTM 
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By Steve Matthes, Photos by Simon Cudby 
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W e’re five rounds down and twelve to go. 

Things are getting very interesting on 
and off the track. I can’t possibly have the 
room from Wheeler to talk about every single 
thing so let’s try to tackle some topics with 
some quick hits. 

Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey has had a rough 
start to his season, there’s no doubt about 
that. His starts haven’t been there, he’s had 
to ride an LCQ (and didn’t win!) and there’s 
just been ‘something missing’ from Ryan 
through four rounds. Well this past weekend, 
his adversity didn’t disappear but the zero 
from his win column did. Ryan suffered an 
air shock failure while on the line for his heat 
and was forced to DNF. And in the LCQ, with 
one lap remaining, he wasn’t in a qualifying 
spot. Eventually he got into the second and 
final transfer position (by passing in the exact 
place a factory rider and his suspension have 
a big advantage over a privateer: the whoops) 
but not much was expected from Dungey 
after that. It was going to be another one of 
those nights for the number 5. 

Only it wasn’t. Through speed, skill and de¬ 
termination, Dungey got a top five start from 
way outside, benefitted from another early 
race pile-up and checked-out for the win 
early. It was a great ride and in talking to 
some old-timers after the race, no one could 
remember a rider getting the 20th and final 
qualifying position and still winning. Jeremy 
McGrath, Damon Bradshaw and Ryan Villopo- 
to have all won the main event from winning 
the LCQ but most seem to think that Dungey’s 
the first to be the last guy to make the main 
and still win. What a night! 

Some news off the track had KTM announc¬ 
ing that team manager Roger DeCoster has 
signed on for another three years to lead the 
orange brigade here in America. Interesting in 
that when Roger left Suzuki for KTM, he com¬ 
mented that he was looking to get one more 
three-year deal and then retire. The current 
three year span is up and clearly, DeCoster 
feels good enough to keep this roll going. And 
KTM, well they’re probably more than happy 
to lock Roger up for their team. 
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With Dungey’s win, Kenny Roczen owning the 
250SX race AND the KTM 50cc race being 
dominated by KTM (yeah, yeah they’re the only 
bike in there-so what?) it was quite a night for 
Roger and the guys. 

Ok, we all thought that Rockstar Racing’s Davi 
Millsaps opening round win was cute and im¬ 
pressive but there’s no way that Millsaps, a ca¬ 
reer underachiever, was actually going to be ‘the 
guy’ this year right? Five rounds in and The Big 



Treat has three other podiums to go with that 
win and his other result was a fourth. He’s got a 
fourteen point lead in the series and maybe, just 
maybe, this guy is legit. 


Davi’s been very good and a sure sign that he’s 
a force is that it doesn’t matter where he quali¬ 
fies, whether he has to ride an LCQ (like at Ana¬ 
heim 2), he comes through in the main events. 
What a turnaround from a guy that had to take a 
pay cut from JGR two years ago because no one 
really wanted him. He’s the number one surprise 
this year, bar none. 


* > 






Improved stuff from Stewart but rumours indicate 
that San Diego this coming weekend could be one 
of his last events before opting for knee surgery 


We saw Yoshimura Suzuki’s James Stewart’s best 
ride of 2012 this past weekend when he got as 
high as second in the main event before end¬ 
ing up fourth; his first top five of the year. Yes, 

I just said that. A rider that has the third most 
supercross wins ever, an incredible win percent¬ 
age and is a two time supercross champion just 
got his first top five in the fifth round. He’s been 
riding with a torn ACL in his knee that has no 
doubt been impeding his progress to the top but 
even with this injury, it’s weird to see this from 
Stewart. You could tell late in the race that his 
conditioning isn’t where it needs to be as both 
Millsaps and Justin Barcia passed ‘seven’ back. 
Still it’s something to build on for Stewart and I 
can’t believe I’m writing that about a fourth place 
for James. 

Jeff Stanton, the six-time SX/MX champion has 
been helping out Honda’s Justin Barcia with his 
training, mental conditioning and perhaps a bit 
of riding technique (although Stanton and Barcia 
could perhaps not be any more further apart in 
riding styles and Jeff admits this) was called into 
Anaheim 3 to help, in his words, “get the train 
back on the tracks.” 

Stanton wasn’t scheduled to be at that many 
races but with Barcia going out with two straight 
crash-induced DNF’s (after getting a win at Phoe¬ 
nix) the batphone ran in Michigan and out comes 
Jeff. And in talking to Stanton, it sounds like the 
Barcia family has indicated that they would like 
Jeff at more races to help out. This past weekend, 
Barcia rode strongly for an impressive third. Get 
used to seeing Stanton around more with perfor¬ 
mances like that. 
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RV only grabbed one of the three Anaheim dates this year. 

The famous track walk (top right) is the traditional start of a 
Supercross event. The fireworks illuminate Anaheim for the last 
time in 2013 while Justin Barcia (opposite) doesn’t have to worry 
about any freak events for his third podium finish of the season 
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The Lucas Oil/TLD Honda crew 
adopt the now annual pink scheme in 
honour of breast cancer awareness 


PLAY 









As Matthes opines...the facftftat Davi Millsaps 
could leave California w^h the red plate 
bolted onto his Suzuki is undoubtedly the 
surprise factor of the season. Perhaps more 
so than the ‘big four’ spluttering in their form 
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Roczen in flight. He commented to OTOR over 
lunch before his first victory of the season at 
Oakland that he was more acclimatised to the 
high demands of AMA racing this year. The 
schedule is a strain on time, fitness and energy 







r Ryan Dungey was staring down the barrel at one point 
after a rear air shock failure on the start line of the 
qualification heat. 2013 hasn’t been an easy ride for ‘5’ sc 
far but another memorable night lay in store for KTM and 
Dungey will be full of confidence for San Diego 

































AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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STATE OF PLAY... 

By Steve Matthes 



So if you’re Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villo- 
poto, is the glass half-empty or half-full? The two- 
time defending supercross champion sits fourth in 
the standings after five races and he’s seventeen 
points down to points leader Davi Millsaps-almost 
a full event. The upside is that he’s won two 
rounds pretty easily, is either first or second in 
qualifying practices and has been the fastest guy 
more times than not. 

So clearly there’s some good to build-on and 
many people feel like Villopoto’s going to go on a 
tear here soon, start ripping off wins and all will 
be right in the champ’s world. But so far, we’ve 
seen RV get caught up in some things that are 
some of his doing and some of them not. Sooner 
or later, if this keeps happening, we’re just going 
to have to concede that the motocross gods just 
don’t want Ryan to win a third straight title. 

If you’re a pragmatic sort of guy, then you’re not 
going to want to hear about moto gods and that 
kind of nonsense- you want the real world prob¬ 
lems. And I get that, so if you’re looking for the 
reason why RV can’t get it going, look no further 
than his starts. When he's made the start, like 
Oakland, he just checks-out and ruins the fun for 
everyone. When he doesn’t, like this past weekend 
in Anaheim, he runs into trouble. Yeah, getting 
starts has always been a key for Ryan it seems 
like he gets caught up in every incident. 

At Anaheim last Saturday, it was a collision be¬ 
tween Justin Brayton and Chad Reed that left him 
on the ground. Once he got going from that, he 
washed his front end out and that left him almost 
last. 


This Anaheim and the opener at Anaheim (yes, we 
go there a lot here in America) have combined to 
hack away at Villopoto’s expected results. 

If you are looking for a 
reason why RV can’t get it 
going...look at his starts 

I'm a guy that sits here and although I’m sur¬ 
prised and impressed by Millsaps and his riding, 
methinks it's not going to be too long until that 
number 1 Kawasaki sits atop the points. He’s been 
that much better than everyone else and the only 
one that can truly beat him is that reflection in the 
mirror. 

To be honest I think he stops that battle real soon 
and goes on to be holding that number one plate 
up in Las Vegas at the end of the year. 
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TREY CANARD 


LIGHT 

By Steve Cox, Photos by Cox/Simon Cudby 

IN THE CUT, THRUST, BOMBAST AND THEATRE OF SUPERCROSS YOU WILL 
BE HARD PUSHED TO FIND MUCH SPIRITUAL PERSPECTIVE ON WHAT IS AN 
EXTREME ACTIVITY IN MANY SENSES. TREY CANARD’S RESURGENCE IS A 
FABULOUS STORY. STEVE COX SPOKE TO THE 22 YEAR OLD... 


P eople love rooting for the underdog. As 
a dedicated Christian, you’d think that 
Canard’s popularity in the USA was based on 
this. But it really isn’t. Although Canard makes 
his beliefs clear, his popularity is more due to 
his perseverance, his determination, the obsta¬ 
cles he’s overcome, and ultimately due to his 
demeanour. He’s just a really good guy, and 


that goes a very long way with fans and me¬ 
dia alike. Just ask Kevin Windham. After four 
rounds of the 2013 Monster Energy/AMA Su¬ 
percross Series, Canard is sitting second in the 
points standings after missing nearly the entire 
2012 season injured. We caught up to him a 
couple days after the Oakland Supercross. 




“I haven’t got a win yet this 
year but in my eyes there 
have been multiple ‘wins’...” 





TREY CANARD 























You’re second in points right now. If someone 
told you a year ago, when you were in the 
hospital, that in a year you’d be up there in 
the 450cc Supercross points standings after 
four rounds, what would you think? 

It’s kind-of hard to answer because on one side 
it’s what you almost expect. You want that, 
you know? It’s your dream, it’s your goal. So 
you have to believe you could be there. But 
there’s also this overwhelming feeling of fear 
and doubt and worry, especially because a 
year ago - at this point - I was just watching. 

My future of even riding a motorcycle was so 
uncertain. I really didn’t know what to think. I 
haven’t got a win this year but I think that in 
my eyes there have been multiple ‘wins’. I’m 
grateful for that. I’ve had a couple good rides. 
I’m just so thankful to be at the track and to 
experience racing again. It’s huge. It’s definitely 
above and beyond what I could ever expect. 



Your story is pretty well-known thanks to 
various articles about you, and your movie 
Revival 41 [SEE IT HERE] and you’ve always 
been a pretty popular guy, but even your most 
dedicated fans were probably pretty shocked 
to see you come out at round one and contend 
for the win right away... 

I think the coolest part about my injury was 
that it gave me a chance to have about four 
months of true training. As a motocross/super- 
cross athlete there’s a really short window of 
making yourself better. Between racing every 
weekend and actually needing to take time off 
and obligations and things like that...with me, 
it was cool because I had a year to work on 
myself. Not just physically, not just mentally, 
not just as a racer, but in all aspects. I think 
that was the thing that really pushed me to 
come out and just race. And I think the thing 
that surprised me the most was that there was 
still a lot of fear, you know? There still is with 
my injury. But I think it’s my faith that helps 
me pull through that and be courageous and 
hop back up on that pony and go. 





I REY CANARD 
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TREY CANARD 


“Fear is a lie. It is something 
you cannot see...” 
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TREY CANARD 


When you’re talking about fear - if I know you 
at all - there are at least two fears in regard 
to racing: There’s obviously the fear of get¬ 
ting hurt again and also that of failure. A fear 
of losing. Of not reaching your potential. Am I 
right or wrong about that? 

Absolutely right. And especially because I was 
putting a lot into this. Whether it’s Revival 41 
or just the training that was done, the sponsors 
that took a pretty big leap of faith and invested 
in me again. There was a lot. But I think what 
really helped me, and what it boiled down to 
was: ‘hey, all I can do is my best. That’s all I 
can control and that’s all I’m going to worry 
about’. And that’s all that I did. I was more 
than thankful for the way things have turned 
out and that they continue to go pretty well. 


It’s almost like you use the fear of losing to 
overcome the fear of injury... 

Yeah, for sure. I think you have to look at the 
fear thing like a lie. Because fear is a lie. It’s 
what you can’t see. It’s really an idea in your 
mind. It’s not fact. I think the biggest thing for 
me was just overcoming that. It can just be an 
idea in a busy mind. So I just had to give all 
that up and trust to go out there basically and 
do what I’ve trained to do. 



The biggest thing that I pulled out of that 
Revival 41 movie was that, for lack of a bet¬ 
ter term, you faith had been challenged. But 
the time off gave you an opportunity to soul- 
search, broaden your perspective by going to 
Africa, meeting a great girl, and all of that. 
And then you thought, ‘Okay, I get it. This is 
why this all happened.’ It’s easy to see the 
strength in a perspective like that... 

Yeah, I think it was a big challenge. Because 
I had broken my femur and that was trying. I 
heard people talk. And then I broke my femur 
again and heard more of that. And then I broke 
my collarbone and more of that. Then I break 
my back and people are going, “Whoa, dude, 
you’re crazy. You’re just getting yourself hurt 
here.” That was really trying for me to hear. 

And I really hadn’t searched it out and looked 
at it. What is this all about? Why is this hap¬ 
pening? You know, our sport is dangerous and 
those things can happen, but you don’t see 
too many guys on the top level getting hurt the 
way that I was getting hurt. I was just really 


searching that out, kind of questioning it. The 
turning point for me was when I went to Africa. 

I think just realizing that I was trying to do this 
on my time and the way that I wanted it done. 

I was being really selfish with it. I was selfish 
with my family, selfish with the people around 
me, selfish with everything. I was kind of losing 
sight of what the true meaning of everything 
really was - from racing, to life, to everything. 
So I went to Africa and it all made sense to 
me. I saw a lot of good come from what was 
happening, to the point that I wouldn’t have 
changed a thing. And I think that was really 
the turning point because I felt so much good 
come out of it, and still I’ve seen so much good 
come out of it that it’s strengthened my faith. 
I’m at a point where I’m going: ‘okay, whatever 
you want to do, do it. I’m in, because I see 
exactly what you’re doing and it’s perfectly 
what I needed, so I’m all in.’ That’s what built 
my faith. I’ve seen that even through tragedy, 
things have been completely perfected, and I 
couldn’t be more thankful for it. 
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Photos: Taglioni S., Archer R. 
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THE OLD FOE... 

By Adam Wheeler 


I t is with some disbelief (or maybe cynical 
expectancy) that I read about Max Nagl’s 
fractured hand after his first race as a factory 
Honda rider at Mantova in Italy last weekend. 
The German - 2009 MX1 world championship 
runner-up - in my opinion was one of the more 
interesting cases of post-season saddle swap¬ 
ping and it would be fascinating to see how he 
fares on the new, heavily invested-in CRF450R 
if he could transplant his customary lightning 
starts to Japanese machinery after a lifetime on 
a KTM. 


Nagl was almost a forgotten man towards the 
end of 2011. His injured back meant he was just 
another of the chasing pack trying to maintain 
a slot on Tony Cairoli’s coat-tails and there were 
strands of gossip that his career as a potential 
Grand Prix winner was over due to the fusion 
operation that was required on his vertebrae. 
Complications from the winter surgery meant 
he missed most of 2012 but on his return five 
rounds before completion of the season and - 
tellingly - just after he had been released from 
his perennial home at KTM Nagl came out firing 
and grabbed five top three finishes from the 
eight motos he contested. 

It seems he had been misjudged; although the 
long-term effects of the sport on the 25 year 
old’s back will only be felt over time. Nagl’s 
fragility (four broken collarbones and count¬ 
ing) was offset by superb speed. Such was his 
potency that this humble and quiet character 
was sought-after by several factory teams. The 
professional, jovial and well-supported Honda 
World Motocross team decided to chance their 
horrendous luck in recent years to take a punt 
on Nagl’s capability and inside knowledge of 
what makes both the KTM 450 and 350SX-F 
motorcycles so formidable. Dismayingly it has 
backfired even before the team could reveal their 
Grand Prix livery for 2013. After misfortune with 
the likes of Kevin Strijbos, Marc de Reuver and a 


wretched 2012 where Evgeny Bobryshev and Rui 
Goncalves were barely 100% fit for many of the I 
sixteen Grands Prix, the Mantova clash between 
Nagl and the ever-controversial Clement Desalle 
is a sucker punch of the highest order for the 
Italians. 



Not wishing to dramatize unnecessarily it is con¬ 
ceivable that Nagl can still get into shape for the 
first GP of the year in a little over three weeks 
but this it is without a doubt a set-back and an 
alarming reminder that in a brief moment the 
depth of MX1 can be quickly diminished. 2012 
saw Steven Frossard cast to the sidelines with 
a broken ACL and although Desalle made it 
through the campaign he was nothing like the 
sharp threat he was in 2011 where he won three 
of the first five events before wrecking a shoul¬ 
der in a national meeting. 

In contrast Tony Cairoli’s brilliance comes not 
only through his skill and racecraft, but in his 
ability to endure. The Sicilian is going for a fifth 
MX1 title in a row and in his tenth year at the top 
level (we’ll discount his unremarkable learning 
season in 2003) the 27 year old has only missed 
a sustained period of action once, in 2008, when 
the dreaded knee ligament curse hit his MX2 
championship defence in South Africa. 

If Cairoli’s luck holds in 2013 then he is the firm 
favourite again. Not because of the factory KTM, 
not because of the race experience, not because 
of the ‘fear’ he instils in others through his name 
and not because of the exceptional pace across 
all terrain (especially sand) but due to his su¬ 
perior capacity to play the ‘long game’. With 
eighteen fixtures planned it will be the longest 
GP term in modern history. It means the opening 
race under the Qatar lights will be a novelty but 
also an exercise in precaution. Nagl and Honda 
are presently consoling themselves with this 
same notion...there is a vast marathon of mile¬ 
age between now and Lierop on September 8th. 




Feature 














MotoGP TESTS 



MotoGP IS A GO FOR 2013. HERE’S WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON BEFORE QATAR DRAWS NEAR 

By Joe Beale, Photos by www.repsolhondateam.com, Honda Pro images, Milagro/Monster Energy, 

Ducati Corse Press 


013 MotoGP engines will be revved in 
earnest for the first time this week with the 
majority of the championship encamped near 
Sepang in Malaysia for the opening tests of the 
year. 

Will the activities this week mean much? 

Aside from the fact it is a crucial period of 
work before the racing begins for teams tests 
can also shed some clues to the rate of pro¬ 
gress for some teams and individuals. For 
instance it was in Sepang two years ago that 
Casey Stoner announced his unbeatable speed 


on the Repsol Honda from the first few outings 
for HRC. Those sessions also highlighted the 
scale of the job that Valentino Rossi faced on 
the Ducati while the same period a year later 
saw Cal Crutchlow set lap-times that formed 
the base of his 2012 campaign as the UK’s first 
consistent podium contender in the MotoGP 
era. This week the efforts of Marc Marquez will 
be carefully watched while Rossi will also come 
under scrutiny and might need some positive 
outcomes to boost confidence. Anyway, Joe 
Beale gladly offers a guide to what we have 
to watch out for and highlights the rest of the 
MotoGP track plan in the two months ahead... 





Feature 


This week’s Sepang MotoGP test takes place 
from Tuesday (5th Feb) to Thursday and all the 
factory and satellite teams were present, some 
having undertaken their official team presenta¬ 
tions in recent weeks. The top MotoGP proto¬ 
types rolled out of their garages on Tuesday 
and most fans were looking to see where the 
twelve main manufacturer riders from Ducati, 
Honda and Yamaha can position themselves 
on the timesheets and which of the latest 2013 
technical upgrades can be seen to have pro¬ 
vided improvements on previous lap times at 
the Asian circuit. 


here will be plenty of attenf 
MotoGP rookie in Sepang. Can he get closer to 
Pedrosa’s pace on his new ride after already 
being only just over a second behind him in 
the Valencia test? HRC have been focused on 
some weight re-distribution of their immacu¬ 
late racing weapon in an effort to reduce the 
chatter problems that drew complaints from 
both Pedrosa and Casey Stoner. 


Following last year’s end of season race at 
Valencia there was limited testing opportuni¬ 
ties due to the wet weather at the Spanish 
track and the two short test days saw Repsol 
Honda’s Dani Pedrosa finish top of the times 
on an evolving RC213V machine. That brief 
period also gave new factory Honda signing 
and Moto2 world champion Marc Marquez 
more laps on the RCV and following the recent 
Repsol Honda team presentation in Madrid t 


Marquez benefitted from participating in a 
private Honda three-day outing at Sepang late 
in November, giving him a head start over the 
other MotoGP rookies and further knowledge 
of the nuances of the RCV. That Malaysian visit 
also saw Honda Gresini’s Alvaro Bautista on 
track so it will be interesting to see how fast 
the former 125cc World Champion registers his 
laps throughout the test at Sepang this time. 
Both Marquez and Bautista were expectedly 
quick out of the blocks as OTOR went online. 
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Nine times World Champion Valentino Rossi 
is finally back onboard the Yamaha YZR-M1, 
having only had a chance to lap in the wet at 
Valencia and then Aragon post season, in two 
curtailed tests. The Doctor is of course look¬ 
ing to bounce back from his Ducati toils, given 
that he is reunited in the Factory Yamaha team 
with reigning premier class king Jorge Lor¬ 
enzo. Yamaha apparently have a new chassis 
and engine for Sepang with more acceleration 
although the rumoured appearance of a fresh 
gearbox (something that was heavily invested 
in by HRC over the past three years) was de¬ 
nied by onlookers in Malaysia. Yamaha were 
also believed to be considering a trip to Austin 
next month to join Honda at the new course for 


what will also be a vital period of acclimatisa¬ 
tion at the venue that will host round two of 
the championship on April 21st. 

Tech 3 were of course in attendance as Cal 
Crutchlow set out on what promises to be 
an exciting season after a winter of training 
in California and his young rookie teammate 
Bradley Smith builds up his experience on the 
Ml following his debut laps on the machine 
in the Valencia test. This period of the year 
is always interesting for those observing the 
‘satellite’ teams and it will be intriguing to see 
how closely the Tech 3 package matches the 
factory offering out of the box, especially with 
Crutchlow running the rule over a 2013 engine 
from Yamaha. 






For another satellite outfit also working closely 
with their factory partners the Pramac Ducati 
team have plenty going on, as new signing Ben 
Spies familiarizes himself with the Desmo- 
sedici and returns to the asphalt for the first 
time since injuring his shoulder (at Sepang) 
last October. 

Spies - who admits he is not 100% fit despite 
a full recovery of the shoulder - will be testing 
alongside his new Pramac colleague Andrea 
lannone, whilst established factory Ducati 
rider Nicky Hayden and the incoming Andrea 


Dovizioso will be looking to ascertain the evo¬ 
lution of the Audi-backed Desmosedici GP13. 
The bike was given a brief outing by new test 
rider Michele Pirro and regular tester Franco 
Battaini in another rain-affected test at Jerez in 
January but allegedly remains unchanged from 
the model wheeled out at Valencia in Novem¬ 
ber as the factory continues to reorganise in 
the wake of the recent takeover. The extent of 
Ducati’s possibilities at this early stage will be 
telling in the contrast between Hayden (now in 
his fifth season) and Dovizioso’s progress. 
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KEY 2013 TESTS 

03-04 FEB - MOTOGP CRT: SEPANG 
05-07 FEB - MOTOGP: SEPANG 
12-14 FEB - M0T02/M0T03: VALENCIA 
19-21 FEB - M0T02/M0T03: JEREZ 
26-28 FEB - MOTOGP: SEPANG 
12-14 MAR - MOTOGP HRC: AUSTIN 
18-21 MAR - M0T02/M0T03: JEREZ 
23-25 MAR - MOTOGP: JEREZ 


The CRT teams meanwhile were granted two 
additional days at the beginning of the test - 
Sunday and Monday - with results coming in 
just as OTOR was being prepped to go online. 
The extra CRT sessions on track should have 
given the teams some further time to familiar¬ 
ize set-up with the spec Magneti Marelli Elec¬ 
tronic Control Unit, which will become com¬ 
pulsory from 2014 for non-factory outfits, but 
a delay in supply (and therefore construction 
on the bikes) of the parts turned the plan into 
a farcical fight against the clock and a lack of 
resources. 

Avintia Blusens’ new signing Hiroshi Aoyama 
managed some laps with his still weak wrist, 
whilst Hector Barbera has also taken steps in 
his adaptation to the FTR. Came lodaRacing 
Project’s Danilo Petrucci and Lucas Pesek put 
in times on the loda Suter bike and NGM Mo¬ 
bile Forward Racing’s Colin Edwards alongside 
MotoGP teammate Claudio Corti also tried to 
get some early mileage with the FTR Kawasaki 
package. 

Cardion AB Motoracing’s Karel Abraham 
moves into the CRT ranks this season having 
acquired an Aprilia-engineered ART chassis, 


so he will aim to measure-up in the pre-season 
tests against the likes of CRT frontrunners 
Randy de Puniet and Aleix Espargaro, who 
continue with Power Electronics Aspar in 
2013 and predictably were the pace-setters at 
Sepang when the factory machines also took 
to the track. 

The fourth ART bike on the MotoGP grid in 
2013 is Yonny Hernandez’ Paul Bird Motor- 
sport machine, but the Colombian’s new team¬ 
mate Michael Laverty is also using an ART 
test bike at Sepang whilst the team complete 
initial delivery of their in-house PBM motorcy¬ 
cle - which is now scheduled to be launched 
at the next official MotoGP test in Sepang later 
this month (26th-28th Feb). Another MotoGP 
rookie, Laverty therefore has an opportunity 
to acquaint himself with the Aprilia engine 
characteristics and carbon brakes, whilst all 
the ‘Claiming Rule teams’ will be using a new 
softer CRT-specific rear tyre this year. Unfor¬ 
tunately the unpredictable weather in Sepang 
meant that the second day of activity for the 
CRT field was rendered virtually useless in 
determining the performance of the new slicks 
due to damp asphalt. 
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MUDDY BUSINESS 


By Gavin Emmett 

D ecember and January are the slowest 
months when you’re a MotoGP hack, with 
testing banned and riders taking their annual 
break from the limelight, generally the only 
piece of real news is when someone injures 
themselves whilst out motocross training. 

Over recent seasons Andrea Dovizioso, Alvaro 
Bautista, Nicky Hayden, even Valentino Rossi 
amongst many others have all sustained injuries 
on a dirt bike, and this year it was the returning 
Hiroshi Aoyama who kindly obliged us after fall¬ 
ing during a practice incident near Barcelona a 
couple of weeks back. 

Thankfully Aoyama’s fractured left wrist should 
be fit enough to lap in testing at Sepang, but 
it still begs the habitual question of why rid¬ 
ers continue to use risky motocross training to 
prepare for a gruelling MotoGP season, and why 
team managers or sponsors don’t ban the riders 
from taking part in such kinds of ‘risky’ activi¬ 
ties. 


Riders will always say that nothing keeps them 
more ‘motorcycle-fit’ than riding motorcycles, 
and as they are unable to ride their race bikes, 
MX is the best option to keep them ‘race sharp’. 
As Cal Crutchlow stated to MCN last year: “Ten¬ 
nis players play tennis to practice and golfers 
play golf to practice. There is no substitute for 
being on two wheels.” 

That comment came after Crutchlow’s then 
team-mate Dovizioso had broken his collarbone 
at home in Italy, and despite the drawbacks 
team-manager Herve Poncharal has always 
been quite pragmatic about these kinds of in¬ 
cidents. As an ex-racer himself he is well aware 


of the benefits as well as the disadvantages, 
and by all accounts, it’s a risk the team is will¬ 
ing to take to keep their riders in race condition, 
although they do request they take all necessary 
precautions to prevent injury. 

Poncharal’s newest recruit in the Tech3 MotoGP 
team, Bradley Smith, is a former motocrosser, 
and admits to stepping onto his MX machine at 
least once a week. 

Crutchlow on MX training: 
“There is no substitute for 
being on two wheels...” 

“I’ve done it since I was six. I got to national 
level and I was winning schoolboy motocross 
in both championships the year I injured my 
leg in 2003. So I kind of think that if I’m going 
to get injured in that, I’m going to get injured 
doing anything else. On the other side, I do it at 
my own track normally, and very rarely do I go 
to a public track, so I ride in my own environ¬ 
ment and don’t invite too many people there. I 
don’t get carried away and use it as a training 
tool rather as a showman-type thing. We’re all 
competitive, as racers.” 

That seems to be the key, that it is ultimately 
the rider’s responsibility to treat motocross 
training as just that and nothing else. But when 
was the last time we could trust a MotoGP rider 
to be sensible?! 

I’ve got a feeling there will be many more inci¬ 
dents of this kind in years to come. 





















With its history of exotic bikes and financial prob¬ 
lems, MV Agusta is hardly the motorcycle firm 
that you would expect to thrive during a global 
downturn. But these are good times for the glam¬ 
orous marque from Varese in northern Italy. MV 
has been transformed since 2010, when former 
President Claudio Castiglioni paid just one euro to 
buy back the famous old company from Harley- 
Davidson. 



The new 800 is certainly a much more lively, 
exciting machine than the Brutale 675. And that 
is not really surprising because not only does the 
larger capacity engine produce considerably more 
power and torque, but MV’s three-cylinder motor 
was designed as an 800 in the first place. “This 
capacity was the best choice we had from the 
beginning,” says Marco Cassinelli, the firm’s tech¬ 
nical chief. “It is optimised for balanceF/ibration, 
performance and fuel consumption.’® 


MV delayed the 798cc powerplant’s introduc¬ 
tion because Claudio Castiglioni wanted to begin 
the three-cylinder range with the sleek F3, which 
needed a 675cc engine so that it could go racing. 
But that isn’t an issue with a naked roadster. So, 
the Brutale 675 that followed now reposi- 
ed as MV's entry-level model, it’s time for the 
to take centre stage. 

w Brutale has some advantages beyond its 
city and new array of four stylish paint 
ts multi-adjustable Marzocchi forks and 
chs shock in place of the 675’s basic sus- 
ension, and its tyres are Pirelli’s stickier Diablo 
Is. Other chassis parts are shared 
uding the frame — made from a 
el tubes and aluminium sections — 
le-sided aluminium swing-arm. 


Claudio’s son Giovanni, who took over as Presi¬ 
dent shortly before his father’s death in August 
2011, has overseen a dramatic increase in produc¬ 
tion volumes, driven by the three-cylinder mid¬ 
dleweight range that began a year ago with the 
sporty F3. Later in 2012 the less expensive naked 
Brutale 675 broadened MV’s appeal. And now it is 
joined by the Brutale 800, which is visually almost 
identical but significantly different in personality. 
It’s also arguably MV’s best bike so far. 




PLAY 










Feature 


It’s the engine that’s the star turn. Its larger 
capacity comes from a new crankshaft and 
conrods that give a longer stroke. The 12-valve 
cylinder head is unchanged. New pistons 
help increase compression ratio, the clutch is 
strengthened, and gearing is raised by a small 
er rear sprocket. The sophisticated electronic 
package, with four riding modes and adjust¬ 
able traction control, is retained. 

An extra 123cc might not sound like much but 
the difference is clear from the dyno chart. 

The 800’s maximum of 125bhp at ll,600rpm 


is 17bhp higher, and the bigger motor holds 
a similar advantage all the way from about 
8000rpm. Not only does the larger engine pro¬ 
duce 25 per cent more peak torque, it reaches 
its maximum more than 3000rpm earlier, at 
8600rpm. 

This is a seriously torquey engine, and it’s also 
very light and compact. So it’s hardly surpris¬ 
ing that, after MV had crammed it into a short, 
racy chassis to complete a bike with a dry 
weight of just 167kg, the result is both quick 
and great fun to ride. 
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MV BRUTALE 800 



“This is a seriously torquey engim and 
it is also very light and compact...” 















At low speed, in ‘Normal’ riding mode, the 800 
feels much like the Brutale 675: light, manoeu¬ 
vrable and responsive. Its low-speed fuelling, an 
MV weakness in the past, is respectably good. 

In traffic my progress was marred slightly by the 
limited steering lock and slightly notchy gear¬ 
box, but in most respects the MV was easy to 
pilot. 

And out on the open road the Brutale was bril¬ 
liant. Throttle response from 6000rpm or even 
lower was superbly crisp, especially in ‘Sport’ 
mode. The triple leapt forward at a thrilling rate, 
often with its bars feeling light if not actually 
with its front wheel in the air. Given the chance 
it would have kept accelerating to a top speed of 
about 150mph, though licence and neck muscle 
concerns prevented confirmation of that. 
Handling was excellent, with quick steering and 
firm, well controlled suspension. This Brutale’s 
added potential for suspension tuning is useful, 
especially for riders planning track days. Stop¬ 
ping power from Brembo’s four-piston radial 
calipers was fierce, though it’s a shame there’s 
no ABS option yet. 


Practicality has never been a Brutale strength, 
and this bike doesn’t change that. Its upright, 
exposed riding position, fairly small 16.6-litre 
tank and thin seat mean it’s best suited to fine 
weather and short trips. But few bikes are more 
addictively entertaining. And although the 800 
is more expensive than the Brutale 675 and Tri¬ 
umph’s rival Street Triple R, by MV’s standards 
it’s good value. 

Never mind the question of whether the Brutale 
800 is the best bike that MV have produced 
since the marque was reborn 15 years ago. This 
mad, bad naked triple might just be even more 
fun than that phenomenally successful two¬ 
wheeled icon the Street Triple R. For a naked 
middleweight, praise doesn’t come much higher 
than that. 





Products 


tissot 

Another MotoGP year means more Tissot re¬ 
lated timepieces and here’s the latest T-Race 
Touch. 


This Swiss-made watch is a blend between 
style (which for our taste is a little more subtle 
compared to previous versions...a good thing) 
and practicality with the chronograph and 
stainless steel case accompanied by scratch- 
resistant and antireflective crystal on the face 
itself. It is also water resistant up to 100m. Be¬ 
ing a ‘Touch’ model means a dab of the finger 
engages eleven different functions. 

Expect to find it in Tissot stockists for around 
350 euros (excluding VAT) 
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ALPINESTARS 



Alpinestars’ motocross apparel is pretty hard to 
find on their website, which hopefully is not a 
sign of their intent towards their Techstar and 
Charger attire for 2013. 

We were kindly sent a set of Charger pants, 
shirt and gloves by the company before Christ¬ 
mas and the gear will appear in these pages 
once we embark on our first off-road test of the 
year. In the hand the material feels predictably 
strong and resistant, especially the inner leg 
section of the pants where the 1.3mm leather 
cutaway should take most of the flak from the 
boots and engine heat. 

The look is pretty ‘out there’ for Alpinestars 
and certainly when contrasted with the Tech¬ 
star but the shades are not garish. . You’ll be 
looking at around 45 euros/33 pounds for 
the jersey (same for the gloves), and 150 eu¬ 
ros/130 pounds for the pants 




RIEPSOL HONDA/GAS 

Part of the 2013 Repsol Honda team launch 
involved the publication of these images of the 
team gear for the coming season. 

The factory squad has enjoyed a fifteen year 
alliance with Italian firm Gas Jeans and habitu¬ 
ally includes a wide range of assorted casual- 
wear and more official garments. Click on one 
of the pictures to go straight to the website 



















FOX 

Thanks to people like Ken Roczen, Ryan Dun- 
gey and Clement Desalle Fox’s 360 Machina 
range is rapidly recognisable and is just one of 
the sweet designs in the company’s vast can¬ 
non of gear for 2013. 

Hitting the FoxHead website shows the limited 
edition 360 Charger as a tasty piece of kit but 
the Machina strand also holds its place. While 
the quality of the gear itself means that Fox is 
still one of the industry big-hitters it is in the 
design and style where the worldwide firm con¬ 
tinues to stand out. 

You can also get Machina gear bags and hood¬ 
ies. The gloves are 45 euros/28 pounds while 
the other items will set you back 55 euros/45 
pounds and 180 euros/145 pounds 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 

Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 

Simon Cudby Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia & Tactilestudio Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
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Cover shot: Ken Roczen wins A3 by Simon Cudby 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





